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Message from Mr Sparrow 

I want to express my heartfelt thanks, admiration, and gratitude to everyone who contributed to raising funds 

for Bob’s bench and Children’s Cancer North. Last Saturday, some of our school staff undertook an incredible 

18-mile walk from Newcastle to Sunderland. 

I am deeply grateful to the local businesses that generously supported the team with food and drinks for the 

journey. A huge thank you also goes out to everyone who donated—whether it was a small amount or a larger 

contribution, your generosity has helped us raise an astounding £3,271. This breathtaking figure is a testament to 

the compassion and dedication of our community. 

I often find myself in awe of the incredible sense of unity we share at Woodham Burn and within Newton 

Aycliffe as a whole. While this achievement is the result of collective effort and not about any one individual, I 

want to give a special thank you to Mrs. Allinson. Her vision, determination, and humanity were the driving force 

behind making this wonderful thing happen. 

 

Play Leaders 

This week we had Nathan Beadle from Durham Sport join us to start some work with school Play Leaders in year 

5. I was delighted to get an email from him on Thursday stating the following: 

“The group were the most inventive and well-behaved group I have ever worked with. The ideas of playground 

games they came up with were more advanced than most secondary leaders come up with and their 

behaviour and feedback was absolutely superb – a true credit to the school.” 

 I always speak of how proud I am of the children at Woodham Burn but this gave me the chance to have an 

extra broad smile when external visitors seen in our children what I get to see each day. 

Key Dates – Autumn 2 

12/12/24 – Whole school Glow Show (Christmas Jumpers) 

17/12/24 – Christmas fair 

18/12/24 – Christmas Dinner day (Christmas Jumpers) 

19/12/24 – Disco/Party Day (Christmas Jumpers) 

20/12/24 – Break for Christmas 

 

Nursery Visit 

This week we have read the book 'The tiger who came to tea', by Judith Kerr. This book linked well to our theme 

'What does the darkness bring?'. In the story the tiger eats all the food, drinks all of the drink in the house, and 

the family visit the cafe late at night for tea. 

After the cafe we visited the local library, where the Librarian 'Eileen' kindly read us our book focus. The children 

had the opportunity to tell her all about our visit to the cafe. 

This week we are setting up a role play cafe in nursery and will be using our visit to the local cafe to help 

develop our role play. 

 



 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lateness 

 

 

Lateness = lost learning 

5 minutes each day  3 school days lost 

10 minutes each day  6.5   school days lost 

15 minutes each day 10   school days lost 

20 minutes each day  13 school days lost 

30 minutes each day  19 school days lost 

 

If your child arrives late for class:  

• They miss out on important learning, which could affect their achievement.  

• They don’t have the social time to settle into class.  

• It can be embarrassing for them.  

• They may disrupt the learning of the rest of the class. 

 

Our school day starts at 8.50. 

Children should be in school ready to learn at this time. 

If your child arrives after 9 they will then receive a Late mark. 

If your child arrives after 9.20 the will receive a U mark which will mean that they are marked as unauthorised.  

This has a huge impact on your child attendance.  

Having 12 unauthorised absences on your child’s attendance record over a 12 week period may mean that 

you are liable to incur a Fixed Penalty Notice or could face prosecution. 

If you are struggling to get your child into school or have any questions or concerns then please feel free to 

come in and chat to Karen Robinson our Pastoral Manager. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


