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Message from Mr Sparrow 

Hello one and all. Allow me to welcome you back to a new school year. Whilst I wish to acknowledge 

that the school year began with great sadness, I wish to praise the staff and children in their support 

of one another. The children have come back to school brilliantly and I continue to be so proud of 

their attitude towards school and one another. 

 

This week’s newsletter will serve mainly as reminders and key dates for the term ahead. With regards 

to dates, following the parents feedback towards the end of last year, I will now make key dates a 

permanent addition to the newsletter so you don’t need to try and ‘hunt’ back for the last time I 

shared dates with you. 

 

 

 

Uniform 

The school uniform is a red jumper or cardigan with a 

white shirt or T-shirt. Children can wear grey or black 

for their bottom half. I do not concern myself with the 

need for a school logos or certain suppliers as I wish 

for uniform to be as affordable as possible. Footwear 

is very relaxed in that children can wear shoes or 

trainers to avoid additional expense for all. All I ask is 

that the footwear is all black.  

For hygiene reasons, we ask that children have a PE 

kit in school. This is a plain white T-shirt and plain 

black or blue shorts – this is by far the most affordable 

we can make PE kits. Your child can wear joggers/a 

jumper if PE is outside. 

As ever, if you are struggling with school uniform, 

please get in touch. 

  

  

  

  

Key Dates – Autumn 1 

20/9/24 – Jeans for Genes (wear jeans) 

27/9/24 – Macmillan Coffee morning – 

parents/careers welcome 

18/10/24 – Whole school panto – Peter Pan 

12/11/24 – Potential reception starters 2025 

14/10/24 – Halloween Disco 

18/10/24 = Show racism the red card 

22/10/24 – Parents evening 

25/11/24 – Break-up for half-term 

Earrings 

We have one of the most relaxed approaches to 

earrings of schools in Newton Aycliffe. Children are 

allowed to have a single set of ear piercings and can 

have a stud in. For reasons of safety, they need to be 

able to take them out for PE. If they are unable to 

take them out for the 6-week period, you need to 

provide your children with plasters or coverings to 

cover the stud.  

We introduced earrings being allowed just over a 

year ago following parent feedback. We always look 

to listen to the wishes of families whilst still ensuring 

high standards of safety and presentation. 

  

  

  

  

Long Hair 

The curse of just about every primary school in the land is headlice. Once they set foot in a school it 

can take weeks or even months to eradicate them. One of the best ways to help prevent the spread 

of headlice is for long hair to be tied back. Please ensure your child’s hair is tied back (male or 

female) if they have long hair. 

 

 

 

 

Phones 

It is the time of year where some children share that they need to bring a phone to school. I can’t stress 

enough how strongly I believe this not to be the case, but I do ultimately leave that decision to you. If your 

child, who is in Years 5 or 6, needs to bring a phone to school, you must complete a permission form. The form 

outlines how it is to be used and stored when in school. Past experience tells us that most children try to tell their 

parents that everyone else in the class brings a phone and that simply isn’t true; please only allow your child to 

bring their phone if there is a real need. 

  

  

  

  

Key Dates – Autumn 2 

4/11/24 – Return to school 

6/11/24 – Photo day 

12/12/24 – Whole school Glow Show (Christmas 

Jumpers) 

17/12/24 – Christmas fair 

18/12/24 – Christmas Dinner day (Christmas Jumpers) 

19/12/24 – Disco/Party Day (Christmas Jumpers) 

20/12/24 – Break for Christmas 

 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


